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The basement of Ebbert United
Methodist Church on a Monday
morning could be confused as a
diner. Cooks run around in the
kitchen, scrambling eggs and
distributing food to people in line. All
that is missing is a cash register.
What keeps these cooks running
around from 8 until 11 a.m. is
providing breakfast to people who
are in need of a hot meal and a warm
place to stay.
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The breakfast began several years
ago with a threewheeled bicycle,
coffee for distribution, and a propane
powered stove for cooking eggs
The backroom kitchen is filled with volunteers, who make breakfast for anyone who walks into the outside of the church. As summer
and fall passed, and the weather got
basement of Ebbert United Methodist Church. Photo by Henry Houston
worse, the church had invited the
breakfast inside their basement. Since then, the number of people attending has been gradually increasing, Pastor June
Fothergil, who also leads a Bible study for those who are interested, said. Those attending rarely dip below 60, and, in fact, there
have been about 90 to 100 people who have shown up to the breakfast.
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Part of what keeps the numbers growing is the food isn’t limited to just one serving.
“You can take as much as you want,” Pastor June Fothergil said. “We only ask that you eat what you take.”
The breakfast menu is consistent in terms nutrients. There’s always protein of some sort, Fotherigil said.
What is on the menu, however, has some variety. Whoever cooks on Monday goes to Food for Lane County to take food from
their pantry. The Eugenebased nonprofit began distributing food to the church a few years ago after applying.
“We have eggs on Monday, but you never know what you’re gonna get,” Glen Combs, who is one of the cooks, said. The church
initially received food from their congregation, but Food for Lane County has provided a boost in supplies.
There is still uncertainty about what will be on the menu, according to Combs. That’s part of the fun for Combs.
“A lot of it depends on Food for Lane County and the congregation’s donations,” he said. “But I love the challenge.”
Sometimes, Combs added, the kitchen won’t have syrup despite offering pancakes or French toast. That’s when he has to make
his own syrup from scratch.
Combs, who’s one of the cooks, working in the kitchen provides a sense of fulfillment. Combs is known for his scrambled eggs
throughout the basement.
In addition to Combs’ scrambled eggs and another cook’s pansized omelets, those who show up to the Ministry Meal’s Monday
breakfast are also offered oatmeal and bagels.
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Considering about 100 people are being served in the basement, which attracts a lot of traffic in the area, the neighbors of the
church have been very supportive, Combs added.
Those who attend the breakfast aren’t just treated to a warm breakfast, though.
“Besides food, we have a safe place for them,” Tom Wilson, the church’s coordinator, said. “When you’re out in the rain, it’s hard
to find a place to sit.”
The basement also acts as an Egan Warming Center after Nov. 15 when the temperature goes below 30 degrees. The church
collaborates with Seventh Day Adventists on 12th Street to alternate every other week in welcoming those who need shelter
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during that period.

Ebbert United Methodist Church offers more than just a breakfast for those who are in need. There is a
community meal every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m., sack lunches are offered on Tuesday and Thursday from 8 a.m.
until 1 p.m. There are also meals offered on Saturday at 4 p.m. and Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
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