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By Henry Houston
In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean
blue, but there’s a cost of
remembering that according to local
community members. Instead, they
are suggesting that the City of
Springfield recognize Indigenous
Peoples Day.
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During the Sept. 19 city council
regular meeting, high school and
college students, and other
community members filled the
council meeting room to inform the
city council and Mayor Lundberg
about why Columbus Day should be
Photo contributed by Johanis Tadeo Carlos Garcia, a high school student, was one of the Springfield removed and replaced with
community members who provided comment during Sept. 19’s city council meeting.
Indigenous Peoples Day. However,
frustration emerged when Mayor
Lundberg adhered to the time limit of the agenda item Business from the Audience.
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After the city council moved on from the Business from the Audience agenda item, the 50 members of the community present to
discuss how they felt about Indigenous Peoples Day took their statements to the plaza outside the library.
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Although a large group of supporters came to talk to the city council, the group anticipated having a longer time limit that is
reserved for public comment on agenda items.
“The folks who brought it over just didn’t have much time,” City of Springfield’s Community Relations Manager Niel Laudati said.
“They did state their positions professionally and well.”
However, those who attended the city council meeting argue that the city council could have increased the time for those who
wanted to speak.
“Being familiar with the parliamentary system, they could have added more time,” Manuel Mejia Gonzalez, who was present at
the Sept. 19 city council meeting, said. “Eugene did it when we brought it to them. They let everyone speak, and there were more
folks.”
The City of Eugene adopted official recognition of Indigenous Peoples Day earlier this year, and this will be the first year that
Eugene will celebrate it. Leilani Sabzalian and Ada Ball were on the frontlines in that process, and now they are working for it to
be adopted in Springfield.
“I think it’s important for Springfield because it’s interpreted as a place that doesn’t have a strong indigenous population,” Ada
Ball, a descendent of the Siletz Tribe, said. “It’s an educational opportunity to acknowledge the people whose land we are on
today.”
Mayor Christine Lundberg and members of the city council were unavailable for comment, but Laudati said the state of Oregon
doesn’t acknowledge Columbus Day. He added that the city does not celebrate Columbus Day either.
According to Jae VilesErdelt, a senior at Arts Academy in Springfield, that’s not enough.
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“I think we’re really fortunate that Oregon is on the forefront about Columbus Day, but that’s not enough,” VilesErdelt said. “It’s
easy to not being a part of the problem but it’s harder—and we know it’s much more important—to strive for, as a community, to
do something for our Indigenous People and show them that we’re here for them.”
Laudati, however, reminded that important, big issues have emerged from the business from the public. He recalled, specifically,
the Rosa Parks Path. For the city to officially recognize Indigenous Peoples Day, there would be a quick turnaround required by
Oct. 10. According to Laudati, Mayor Lundberg had asked for a draft proclamation to the city’s diversity committee, which will be
included in their next meeting. The process would then need to be discussed publicly before being decided.
Depending on how the process will go in city council, if next year becomes the first year of Springfield celebrating Indigenous
Peoples Day, it will be a step in the right direction of engaging students in the classroom, according to Gonzalez.
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In the Springfield School District, according to the second year of the OAKs testing, an Oregonwide standardized testing format
that is used as a barometer of being on track for success, Native American and Latino communities recorded low scores.
According to test results for the 20152016 Academic Year, only 38 percent of all grades of Latino students earned a passing
score in English Language Arts, and 23.5 percent of Latino students passed in mathematics. For American Indian students, 42.5
percent of students received a passing score in English Language Arts, and 27.8 percent passed in mathematics.
“As an educator, I know how important it is to use a social justice lens. It often brings a more human side of the story,” he said.
“We often talk about how to close that achievement gap, and this is one way to do it.”
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Through an acknowledgement of Indigenous Peoples Day, Sabzalian, who is an Alutiiq, said it would be a step to providing more
visibility to students with indigenous roots.
Besides providing a step to classroom engagement, Ball said, in the end, it’s just a much more beautiful holiday.

“We get to celebrate publicly. We’ll eat good food together and share space together in a beautiful way,” she
said. “I can’t see how anyone would contest seeing beautiful indigenous babies rather than talking about this
rapist and murderer Columbus.”
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